Press release - Granting of pairs by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0542
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press release - Granting of pairs
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0542
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
LEADER OF OPPOSITION, 
HON. DON DIM,STAN,, ,Q> C : , M • P i 
Arrangements which have previously operated in the 
South Australian Parliament about the granting of pairs are that 
on Constitutional issues, pairs do not operate since it is an 
absolute vote and not the relative sizes of the vote which counts. 
Oil issues of confidence^ pairs have hot usually been granted, but 
on those issues either there was a specific vote of no confidence 
of which notice was given or a motion to reduce a Money Bill, and 
in either event it was possible to keep the debate going for 
sufficient time for people who would not otherwise have been in 
the House because of a pairs arrangement, to be brought to the 
House to vote. Moreover, it is quite clear from any examination 
of the records that pairs have in the past operated from time to 
time on votes involving the confidence of the Government where 
other arrangements concerning pairs have supervened-. 
In the case of Mr. Loveday, in present circumstances 
the agreement I made with the Premier was that he would be granted 
a pair on all matters other than constitutional matters and 
therefore that arrangements should operate on votes of confidence 
as well. An entirely new departure has now been taken if the 
Premier is to persist in his present course of seeking to ensure the 
passage of measures not normally questions of the confidence of the 
House in the Government by declaring the matter to be a matter of 
confidence, and doing so without notice. 
Last night the Premier, apparently unsure of the voting 
position in the House, in the last sentence of his speech in reply 
and when other Members were excluded from speaking or continuing the 
debate until such time as absent Members could be brought to the 
House, declared the measure to be vital to the Government and sent 
the Whip over to cancel the pairs which he had signed for. If 
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that sort of action is to "be repeated, then there can be no 
arrangements about pairs at all because, without warning to the 
Opposition, a measure can suddenly be declared a measure in which 
no pairs will operate. If that is to be the position, then it 
is useless our making arrangements about pairs and we would not 
grant them. If Mr. Loveday is not to be granted pairs on the 
basis which I have previously outlined of a pair on all measures 
other than Constitutional measures while he is a delegate from the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association overseas, then the Opposition 
will not be in a position to grant pairs to the Premier and 
Ministers for absence from the House on essential Government 
business. 
Since his repeated statement last night that he would 
not grant pairs on this issue, the Premier has had second thoughts. 
I ask him now for an undertaking that where pairs have been 
arranged, they will be honored except in the case of a no confidence 
motion or an issue vital to the Government of which notice has been 
given at the commencement of the debate. Implicit in this 
undertaking would be the understanding that pairs are not granted 
for Constitutional matters and do not apply to them. 
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Arrangements which have previously operated in the 
South Australian Parliament about the granting of pairs are that 
on Constitutional issues, pairs do not operate since it is an 
absolute vote and not the relative sizes of the vote which counts. 
On issues of confidence, pairs have not usually been granted, but 
on. those issues either there was a specific vote of no confidence 
of which notice was given or a motion to reduce a Money Bill, and 
in either event it was possible to keep the debate going for 
sufficient time for people who would not otherwise have been in 
the House because of a pairs arrangement, to be brought to the 
House to vote. Moreover, it is quite clear from any examination 
of the records that pairs have in the past operated from time to 
time on votes involving the confidence of the Government where 
other arrangements concerning pairs have supervened. 
In the case of Mr. Loveday, in present circumstances 
the agreement I made with the Premier was that he would be granted 
a pair on all matters other than constitutional matters and 
therefore that arrangements should operate on votes of confidence 
as well. An entirely new departure has now been taken if the 
Premier is to persist in his present course of seeking to ensure the 
passage of measures not normally questions of the confidence of the 
House in the Government by declaring the matter to be a matter of 
confidence, and doing so without notice. 
Last night the Premier, apparently unsure of the voting 
position in the House, in the last sentence of his speech in reply 
and when other Members were excluded from speaking or continuing the 
debate until such time as absent Members could be brought to the 
House, declared the measure to be vital to the Government and sent 
the Whip over to cancel the pairs which he had signed for. If 
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that sort of action is to be repeated, then there can "be no 
arrangements about pairs at all because, without warning to the 
Opposition, a measure can suddenly be declared a measure in which 
no pairs will operate. If that is to be the position, then it 
is useless our making arrangements about pairs and we would not 
grant them. If Mr. Loveday is not to be granted pairs on the 
basis which I have previously outlined of a pair on all measures 
other than Constitutional measures while he is a delegate from the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association overseas, then the Opposition 
will not be in a position to grant pairs to the Premier and 
Ministers for absence from the House on essential Government 
business. 
Since his repeated statement last night that he would 
not grant pairs on this issue, the Premier has had second thoughts. 
I ask him now for sin undertaking that where pairs have been 
arranged, they will be honored except in the case of a no confidence 
motion or an issue vital to the Government of which notice has been 
given at the commencement of the debate. Implicit in this 
undertaking would be the understanding that pairs are not granted 
for Constitutional matters and do not apply to them. 
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